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INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS OF SOUTHEAST ASIA
DIPL 6611
FALL 2010
Professor: Ann Marie Murphy
E-mail: annmarie.murphy@shu.edu
Thurs. 1-3
Office Hours: Tues, 10-12 & by appt.
Office: 135 McQuaid HallPhone: 973-275-2258
COURSE DESCRIPTION
This class examines the international politics of Southeast Asia from a systems perspective. As
secondary states geographically located in an area of great power interest, Southeast Asian
countries have traditionally operated in an international system in which the "rules of the game"
were largely written by great powers. These rules, in turn, create the context within which
Southeast Asian states operate. This course explores how and why Southeast Asia evolved from
a region of Cold War dominoes to one of economic dynamos. It then examines the Asian
Financial Crisis of 1997, changes in the balance of power between the United States, China and
Japan, and the rise of transnational challenges such as terrorism, environmental challenge and
pandemic disease The course attempts to determine how these contemporary events affect the
ability of Southeast Asian countries to pursue key political, economic, and security interests,
both individually and collectively through regional institutions such as the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the ASEAN Regional Forum, and the East Asian Summit.
REQUIREMENTS
The instructor presumes that students have a general understanding of Southeast Asian domestic
politics and the foreign policies of China, Japan and the U.S. toward the Southeast Asian region.
Students whose background is weak in Southeast Asian domestic policies should read David J.
Steinberg, ed., In Search of Southeast Asia (Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1987) p. 347-
442 which is available on electronic reserve at Walsh Library while those weak on the
international politics of Southeast Asia should consult Donald Weaherbee, International
Relations in Southeast Asia: The Struggle For Autonomy (Rowman & Littlefield, 2008), which
has been ordered at the book store.
All students are expected to do the required reading and come to class prepared to participate in
class discussions. Class attendance and participation account for 10% of the final grade. Each
student must write two short, 4-5 page analytical critiques of the weekly readings. These essays
are due in class on the day that the topic is discussed and will each account for 15% of the final
grade.
All students must submit a research or policy paper of approximately 20 pages. Papers may
focus on the foreign policy of a particular Southeast Asian country, the foreign policy of an
outside power toward Southeast Asia or a more specific Southeast Asian topic. Topics should be
chosen after consultation with the instructor. A thesis statement, preliminary outline and
bibliography is due on October 19. During the last two class meetings, students will present
their research findings to the class. The final paper is due on December 9, The presentation final
paper will account for 15% and 45% of the final grade respectively.
Computer Use Policy
The use of computers for discrete note-taking is permissible in class. The use of computers for
other purposes such as checking e-mail or surfing the internet is not permissible. Inappropriate
computer use is not only disruptive to fellow students who are attempting to concentrate on class
discussion, but it also tends to lead to lower grades for students engaged in non-class activity.
Students who choose not to abide by this policy will be asked to leave class.
Academic Integrity




Author(s): Donald K. Emmerson, “ Southeast Asia": What's in a Name?” Journal of Southeast
Asian Studies, Vol. 15, No. 1 (Mar., 1984), pp. 1-21.
Recommended:
Class 1 Introduction: What is Southeast Asia and what is an international
Robert Jervis, "Systems Theories and Diplomatic History" in Lauren, ed., Diplomacy
Class 2 The Cold War Comes to Southeast AsiaSept. 9
Required: Andrew Rotter, The Path to Vietnam (Cornell University Press, 1987).
Recommended:
William S Borden, The Pacific Alliance: United States Foreign Economic Policy and Japanese
Trade Recovery, 1947-1955 (Madison, Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 1984)
Michael Schaller, Altered States: The United States and Japan Since the Occupation (New York:
Oxford University Press, 1997) .
John Lewis Gaddis, Strategies of Containment (New York: Oxford University Press, 1982)
Key Questions: What was American policy toward Southeast Asia in the immediate postwar
period? How did the Cold War come to Southeast Asia and what role did Southeast Asia occupy
within it? How was Southeast Asia connected to broader American strategic goals? Once the
Cold War system began, what rules governed the relations between Southeast Asian countries
and well as their relations with the superpowers?
Sept. 16 Class 3: Choosing Sides or Staying Aloof: The Foreign Policies of the Newly
Independent Southeast Asian Countries
Required:
For Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia, and the Philippines:
Charles E. Morrison and Astri Suhrke, Strategies of Survival: The Foreign Policy Dilemmas of
Smaller Asian States (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1978)
For Cambodia, Laos and Burma:
Michael Leifer, The Foreign Relations of the New States (Victoria, Australia: Longman, 1974)
Key Questions: Were the primary determinants of Southeast Asian foreign policies internal or
external? Why did some Southeast Asian countries believe that the Cold War was in their
interests while others did not? To what extent were relations between Southeast Asian states
autonomous from their relations with external powers?
Height of the Cold War: VietnamSept. 23 Class 4
ASEAN’s Creation, ASEAN-Indochina Relations, and theSept. 30 Class 5
Invasion of Cambodia
Required:
M. Rajendran, ASEAN's Foreign Relations: The Shift to Collective Action (Kuala Lumpur:
Arenabuku sd.bhd., 1985), p. 33-65.
Read Rajendran as a diplomatic history of Vietnam-ASEAN relations from an ASEAN
perspective.
Nayan Chanda, Brother Enemy (San Diego: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, Publishers, 1986) pp,
74-102, 136-160, 192-225, 263-296. One-reserves.
Donald E. Weatherbee, International Relations in Southeast Asia, p. -65-85. For ASEAN’s
creation, a broad overview of this period of this period and ASEAN’s response to the invasion of
Cambodia.
Recommended:
Robert D. Ross, Indochina Tangle (New York: Columbia University Press, 1988)
Key Questions: How did the Guam Doctrine, and the end of the Vietnam War change the
Southeast Asian international system and hence the foreign policy calculations of Southeast
Asian countries? What rules did Vietnam think should govern relations among the communist
states of Indochina? Was a rapprochement between the ASEAN states and the Indochinese
states possible in the 1975-1978 period? Why did Vietnam invade Cambodia? Could Vietnam
have achieved its goals in another way? Was the standoff between Vietnam and ASEAN
inevitable? Why did ASEAN react so strongly to Vietnam's invasion of Cambodia? Was this
conflict driven by external Cold War dynamics or by factors indigenous to Southeast Asia? How
did the interests of the U.S., China, and the Soviet Union toward the Cambodian crisis differ
from their interests toward the Vietnam War?
As you read Chanda’s account of the diplomatic negotiations between Vietnam, Cambodia,
China, the US and Moscow during this period, at what critical points could history have been
altered such that US-Vietnamese relations were restored and the war against Cambodia averted?
Southeast Asian Economic Miracles & the Crash of 1997Class 6Oct. 7
Q: What were the international economic conditions under which Southeast Asian countries
emerged as some of the world's fastest growing economies? What domestic factors encouraged
economic growth? What combination of international and domestic factors led to the Southeast
Asian economic crisis? How have Southeast Asian attitudes toward globalization changed as a
result of the crisis? ? To what extent does the current international system approach the
American "liberal international order" described by Rotter in The Path to Vietnam?
Required Readings:
For the international conditions of Southeast Asia's economic rise and fall:
T.J. Pempel, The Politics of the Asian Economic Crisis (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1999),
pp. 1-16, 17-19, 41-44, and 62-78.
For country specific studies:
There are a number of books containing country specific studies of the Asian crisis in Southeast
Asia. In addition to the Pempel book, they include:
H.W. Arndt and Hall Hill, Southeast Asia's Economic Crisis, (Singapore: ISEAS, 1999).
Jomo K.S. ed., Tigers in Trouble, (New York; St. Martin's Press, 1998).
Karl D. Jackson, ed., Asian Contagion, (Boulder: Westview Press, 1999).
Ross H. McLeod and Ross Gamaut, eds., East Asia in Crisis, (New York: Routledge, 1998).
For purposes of this course, I think the most informative country specific chapters are:
Philippines: see Hutchcroft in Pempel,
Thailand: See Doner and Ramsey in Jackson
Indonesia: see McLeod in Jackson
Malaysia: see Jomo in Jomo
Vietnam: see Turley in Jackson.
The Rise of China & Great Power Competition in Southeast AsiaOct. 14 Class 7
Required:
Randall Schweller, “Managing the Rise of Great Powers” in Alastair Iain Johnston and Robert S.
Ross, Engaging China (London: Routledge, 1999) pp. 1-31.
Michael A. Glosny "Heading toward a Win-Win Future?: Recent Developments in China's
Policy towards Southeast Asia," Asian Security, Vol. 2, No. 1 (2006), pp. 24-57.
Evelyn Goh, “Meeting the China Challenge: The U.S. in Southeast Asian Regional Security
Strategies” East-West Center Report, 2005.
Ann Marie Murphy, “Beyond Balancing and Bandwagoning: Thailand Responds to China Rise”
Asian Security, Vol. 6, No. 1, January 2010.
Key Questions: How has the rise of China, decline of Japan and shifts in US policy toward
Southeast Asia altered the strategic environment facing Southeast Asian states? What argument
does Glosny make regarding the compatibility of Chinese and American interests in Southeast
Asia? Do Southeast Asian states welcome these developments in great power interests?
Schweller outlines a series of strategies that states can adopt in response to rising powers. What
strategies has Southeast Asia adopted?
Oct. 21 Class 8 Terrorism in Southeast Asia
*Outlines and Bibliography due
Required Readings
Zachary Abuza, Militant Islam in Southeast Asia: Crucible of Terror (Boulder: Lynne Reinner,
2003)
Zachary Abuza, “Tentacles of Terror: A1 Qaeda’s Southeast Asian Network” Contemporary
Southeast Asia, Vol. 24, 2002.
US Rapprochement with Southeast AsiaOct.28 Class 9
Alice D. Ba, "Systemic Neglect: A Reconsideration of US Southeast Asia Policy."
Contemporary Southeast Asia (December 2009)
Key Questions: What are key US interests in Southeast Asia? Why does Southeast Asian
leaders often claim that Southeast Asia does not get sufficient attention in Washington?
Transnational Issues: Environment, Disease, HumanNov. 4
Trafficking
Mely Caballero-Anthony, “Challenging Change: Non-Traditional Security, Democracy and
Regionalism in Donald Emmerson, editor, Hard Choices: Security, Democracy, and Regionalism
in Southeast Asia.
Class 10
Timo Menniken, “China’s Performance in International Resource Politics: Lessons from the
Mekong” Contemporary Southeast Asia, Vol. 1, April 2007.
Key Questions: What are Southeast Asian concepts of security and to what extent do they
encompass non-traditional security issues? How severe are such threats to Southeast Asian
countries?
Human Rights and Democracy in Southeast Asian Politics
Diane K. Mauzy, "The Human Rights and 'Asian Values' Debate in Southeast Asia: Trying to
Clarify the Key Issues" Pacific Review 10 (1997).
Erik Martinez Kunhota, “Toward Responsible Sovereignty: The Case for Intervention” in
Donald Emmerson, editor, Hard Choices: Security, Democracy, and Regionalism in Southeast
Asia.
Class 11Nov. 11
Donald Emmerson, “Critical Terms: Security, Democracy, and Regionalism in Southeast Asia,”
in Donald Emmerson, editor, Hard Choices: Security, Democracy, and Regionalism in Southeast
Asia.
Donald Weahterbee, “Human Rights in Southeast Asia’s International Relations” in
International Relations in Southeast Asia
The Debate over the Bejing and Washington Consensus.
Key Questions: What was the Asian Values debate all about? Why has it subsided? What, if
anything, can and should the international community do in response to egregious human rights
violations in a country like Burma?
Nov.18 Class 12 ASEAN and the Future of Asian Regionalism: Southeast Asian
Countries as Rule-makers?
Q: How have great power security interests toward Southeast Asia changed in the postwar era?
To what extent and by what means can Southeast Asia countries shape the regional post-war
security system? What are the strengths and limitations of the ARF, the EAS and other ASEAN-
centric regional organizations? Why did the US announce in July 2010 that it will join the
EAS?
Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Break
Class 13 Student PresentationsDec. 2
Class 14 Student PresentationsDec. 9
RESOURCES FOR RESEARCH PAPERS
Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum (APEC) http://www.aDccscc.org.su
Asia Society Asia Source Homepage http://www.asiasource.org
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) http://www.asean.or.id
BBC http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/
Channel News Asia http://www.channelnewsasia.com
China Daily http://www.chinadailv.net
China Embassy to the United States http://www.china-embassv.org/
China Ministry of Foreign Affairs http://www.fmprc.gov.cn
China People 's Daily http://english.peopledailv.com.cn




Freedom House (NGO) http://www.freedomhouse.om/
Human Rights Watch/Asia http://www.hrw.org/about/divisions/asia.html
Indonesia Jakarta Post http://www.theiakartapost.com
Japan Daily Yomiuri http://www/vomiuri.co.ip/index-e.htm
Malaysia Ministry of Foreign Affairs http://www.kln.gov.mv/index 1.html
Malaysia Prime Minister’s Office http://www.smpke.ipm.mv/
Missions to the UN (with links to missions’ websites) http://www.un.int/index-en/webs.html
New York Times http://www.nvtimes.com
Philippines Department of Foreign Affairs http://www.dfa.gov.ph
Singapore Ministry of Foreign Affairs http://www.mfa.gov.sg/
Singapore Straits Times http://straitstimes.asia 1 .com.sg
Thailand Ministry of Foreign Affairs http://www.mfa.go.th
Thailand Bangkok Post http://www.bangkokpost.net
Thailand Nation http://www.nationmultimedia.com
Timor Lorosae (East Timor) http://www.easttimor.com
United Nations (Official) http://www.un.org/
US Department of State (Official) http://www.state.gov
Vietnam News Agency http://www.vnagencv.com.vn/vnaF.4.htm
World Bank (Official) http://www.worldbank.org
Scholarly Journals
As wonderful as the web is for finding information, scholarly journals still form the backbone of
our academic work. Some journals helpful for the study of Asia and international affairs are
listed below:
Asian Journal of Political Science
Asian Perspective
Asian Survey
Australian Journal of International Affairs







Journal of Contemporary Asia
Journal of Democracy
PS Political Science
Pacific Affairs
Pacific Review
Perspectives on Politics
Political Science Quarterly
Survival
Third World Quarterly
Washington Quarterly
World Politics
